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of Freemasons and the application of their guiding
principle to the cause of Anglo-American friend-
ship. Speaking in reply to an address of welcome
he said :

"We all know that fraternity is the first principle of
Masonry, and therefore it is that all must rejoice at
everything which tends to bind more closely together
the Masons of different nations and countries. A union
between American and English Masons, a union which,
for my part, I have always believed, and now I believe
more strongly than ever, cannot be too close and
fraternal."

Again, at the banquet :

"The leading principle of our ancient Craft is that of
fraternity . . . whatever may be their' race or their
nation. Masonry does not, however, cause men to
forget their patriotism in a vague cosmopolitan feeling*
Men are better citizens of the United States and better
subjects of the Crown of England because they are
'brethren of our ancient fraternity. . . . I believe that
it is for the highest interest of the civilization of the
world, I believe that it is for the highest interest of
America and England, that there should be the closest
and most intimate union between the two countries/1

A curious incident happened during the banquet.
The Grand Master of Massachusetts, in illustration of
the liberalism of Freemasonry, mentioned that the first
warrant of his Lodge was signed by " Anthony Browne,
6th Viscount Montague,'* who was deprived of his
hereditary seat in the House of Lords because he* was a
Roman Catholic, but who found a refuge in Freemasonry
and acted as Grand Master of England in I732.1

* " Memorial of the welcome extended to the Grand Master of Masons
of England by his American brethren " (1871), The reference to " Vis*
count Montague " is incorrect, It should fcave been Viscount Montacute^